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Seven Flee as Blaze, Believed Set, 
Sweeps Hostelry Built in 1791; I 
Dog Perishes; Loss $25-QOQ 

m 
*** 

' f ,   B v -,* INN DAMAGED BY FIRE      ,  .     ' 
This fc the scene of the blaze at the Dcdham Inn.   The structure was built 

'm 1791 and -was dcsigicd by Charles Bulfmch, famous architect. 

This picture showS the interior of the famous Dcdharn Ihn, *heic 
raged >csterda\. *J, __   j 

blaz^i 

. '^^Tjeireraraia'nir^irB 
ties: |f eel'may bave^b^e^^^^i^^l5 

I through the historic old Dednam Mi 
on Court street, Dcdham, early V£s- 
terday, causing damage in-excess of 
$25,000, forced seven persons £0 flee 
for their lives and took the life of a 
pet dog. * ' % 

AWAKENED BY SMOKE 
The bla2e was discovered by George- 

ThOrlej-, owner of the inn, which was 
built in 1731, who was awakened by 
smoke. Bousing nli wife, MagdeHne, 
55, and hia two daughters, Barbara, 24, 
and MagdeHne, 22, he called to a friend 
Prank Howard, i%, of Natick, &■ visitor 

-at the Inn for the night. Howard tried 
to get up the third floor stairway where' 
two other guests, William Murray And 
William Magnuson, were sleeping. When 
smoke drove him back, he shouted to 
them and they . managed to get down 
the stairs. Murray was captain of the 
Harvard  1919 football team 

With  the entire  seven  assembled on 
the second  floor hallway,   Howard  at- 

- tempted   to   lead   the   way   down   the 
, front  stairs,   but was met  by  a sheet 
\#? -Sturm. /Ehe,\grouji  then  turned  and 
i headed .down   a  rear flight  to   safety- 
| Barbara's pet cocker spaniel, "Penny," 
which had been sleeping in her roomr 
could not be found ana had to be aban- 
doned.". 

Second Alarm Sounded 
Racing through the snow and ice in 

his bare feet, Howard sprinted a quar- 
ter of a mile to the nearest fire box and 
pulled the alarm. With the arrival of 
Fire Chief Henry Harngan, a second 
alarm was immediately Bounded, bring- 
ing all available apparatus in Dedhatn 
to the acene. ,. The old timbers Were 
consumed so quickly, however, thifc 
firemen, hampered bj cold, could riot 
check the flames, and the structure 
was completely, destroyed Inside,-leav- 
ing only the four walls standing. .V 

■ At the height or the bla2e and befor'* 
firemen arrived, s a neighbor, Wendell 
Burdaklan, 31, made an attempt to get 
Inside the inn. and rescuo the dog but 
he was forced to give up before he had 
gone more than, a few feet beyond thV 
front door,i -.     . - v   _ 

-   v^BIasEe Started In Cellar/ 

*'^',ia J?ame3 Sutted the interior "jso 
badly that Chief Harrigan and Inspec- 
tor Edward Mttrtagh afgthe State ^M 
marshals office, ::who«ma called,into* 
the investigation, had a hard time find* 
ing^ the source of the flre,' > lt-\was 
finally agreed'that, the blaze started In* 
the cellar. The cause was undetermined 
but chief Harrigan said last night that 

- he planned to ask Inspector Mtirtagh 
to continue his investigation today. > A, 
<£^l ni7fl1' the lnn wa3 sJwiShed^ 
Chariea   Bumnch,   the    mdit   famotia 
architect of his day, who drew the plans 
for >&th the old and hew State Houses! 
Faneuil   HalCthe .Old  North   Church' 

.tlfe United States C^ltoT^VaBfe 1 ton and  many  6thef^hufch^t&nkV 
and   private   homes- in   New-, England? 

Many Paintings  Destroyed jj||| 
■ Contained ih the building were half^F 

. hundred  oil  paintings  which  Were 'the' 
i Vf& °* MfB-  Snomy, a, well-known, 
I'™1-   ,°"e Pl«Ce alone was valued at? 
I WBVO.     All were either consumed by the* 
flames or badly blistered BO as to ren'dk 
them worthless.     Clothing and all po# 
sesslons   of   the   Thorley. family ?and" 
guests were Iqst and they>ero .force " 
to put Up at neighbors' fcguse^Vesiei 

>-da-y-... . .     „,_-   ,    ^^^Ci^^^a 
Thorley, the owner of "the inn fortfe 

past 13 years,  said the. building, would 
.have  to be torn down-"His daughter.1 

I Barbara, who conducted a. klndergart«iv 
; £ *h« ln,nv had not made any plana'up 

to last n!ght.for the cohttnainfle ot her-: 
■ teaching. ,* *     ^-T4   ??3rw 

:   One of the few works of art which 
JT/^I "8t,orea *fcw the building is 
^S   feM lB*,f -flr^Iaco   'a«*d  -wUVii 
V°P   (*ble   Ul# j which   wasB brought.! ■■^t-ttom ffin-land-oji *. eH««w_^jm» J*B J 
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'.'■■' MONDAY, inn BOSTON 
RUINS  OF FAMED DEDHAM LANDMARK 

Tlie historic Dcdham Inn on Court street, Dcdhani, destroyed by flame*, in an  rarlj  morning-  fire jesterday. 
>• - The structure was designed by Charles Bulfinch, colonial architect, and was built in 17S1. 

Historic Dedham Inn Destroyed; 
Spaniel Warns Occupants, Dies 

Josephine, a stout-hearted cocker 
spaniel, died of suffocation yester- 
day, but not until her barking had 
aroused the occupants of the his- 
toric Dedham Inn on Court street, 
Dedham, before it was destroyed by 
flames. Damage was estimated at 
$20,000.       ~-   * v. 

: Mr.. and Mrs. George Thorley, 
'proprietors of the inn, were awak- 
ened-by the barking of the dog 
They aroused their daughter, Bar- 
bara i Ann, and three guests, and 
all „.fled to safety in their night- 
clothing, * ' "' - * u 
s~A> general alarm brought the en- 
tire Dedham fire department to'the 
scene,'- but the flames gained such 
headway that firemen were unable' 
to prevent them from sweeping from 
the cellar to the roof. <The interior 

was damaged so badly that the 
walls will be torn down.       * 

Thorley risked his life in *a vain 
attempt^to find his dog, but the 
smoke prevented him from reach- 
ing a second floor room, where the 
dog's body was found later. Fire 
Chief Henry J. Harrlgan said.he 
believed the tlaze started from an 
overheated furnace.      t   .     v ' 

The original structure was built 
as a private home in 1791, and was 
designed by Charles Bulfinch, the 
colonial architect. The 'home re- 
mained in possession of the Rich- 
ards family, Its 'original owners, 
matil 1918, when it'Was ^enlarged 
arid made into an inn.* - ' ": 
jiFrench -troops commanded by 
Gen. Lafayette used land ^adjoin- 
ing the building for a "camphig 
ground during the Revolution. _ f 

v *.*#, iL. 



General Alarm Called 
As Fire Sweeps 

Dedham Inn 
Old Richards Home Was 

Designed By -Bulfinch 

Seven peisons were foiced to" 
flee for their .lives .early..Sunday, 
morning when a general alaim fire 
swept thiough the historic Ded- 
ham Inn at the junction of/Court 
and Highland streets. Several, 
fiiehien weie slightly injured m 
battling the blaze, and a cocker 
bpaniel, the pi operty of Georga 
Thorley, owner of the inn, died o$ 
smoke inhalation. 
/   Thoiley, a member., of the 2}ed,- 
ham   Board - of   Assessors, -was 
awakened by smoke about 3 30 a. 
m,   He    aioused   his   .wife   and 
daughters,   Barbara  and   Magda^ 
line, who warned William J. Mur-A 
ray and Joseph Magnuson, room- 
ex s, and a guest, FranloHoward of 
Natick-   All seven attempted to go 
down   the   front   stairs   but" the 
flame1? tuined them back and they 
escaped down a rear stanway.--* * 

Howaid  had  some* difficulty^in. 
locating a fiie alaim box and fi- 
nally Sounded an alaim from box 
67, coiner of Court street and ViU 
Iage avenue.   He pulled down' the 
lever and instead of letting go of 
it,   held   it  tnomentanly, j thereby 
confusing   the   sounding v of   the * 
whistle     But at the fire stations 
the tappers registered the proper 
numbei.   ' '-, *~ *  *   , ^ '( 

* " Genera! Alarm Sounded " \ 
- When the firemen arriVed, they 

found the Highland street, side of 
the two and one-half frame dwell- 
ing a mass-of flames. Chief H.ar- 
ygan immediately^ ordered a jgen- 
eial alainj^bringingj a^J^-available 
apparatus'to the scene lT\e fire* * * ^ 
men laid nine Jinea of ho^e to ijb*. - $£ 
buttling building, but the old tim* : '4 
beis ^ere^dry,  and_i.h^2.fir^ei^^v 
hampered bytQlaTsHppeiy ladders ^jlt* 
and icy conditions, found it almjSsfi''!, "'U, 
impossible to pheck the flames- The, -sAg; 
front >ar% "of the structure 3&ai^L- 
completely destroyed inside   pW$jr^y 

age is estimated at $15>0W>.***Mfti 
cause of the blaze is>,undetermin^dk   , 
Chief Harngan and InspectorfEd^ «*$ 

Vv< Continued on Page Thre<p ,   ) 
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V{£gRtinue4 J^ow Fage'One) 

ward %uriagh of the .State Ftw 
Marshall^' office rnsde an invest!- 
fatten "and it is believed the fire 

• "started inj&e front hallway of fhe 
i house, 
l Inpide the building ■were a num- 
'bar of oil paintings, the work of 
$Mrs. Tho'rley, ..All wars . either 
consumed by the "flames or badly 

ibUst$r*d* .Clothing and other pes* 
"^sessions of the Tfcorley family, the 
jfreoRtirs and guest were lost - Aft- 
ier the fit* was extinguished, ■-*Iur-' 
Iray, captain of the Harvard 19X9 
-ieotbaU team, entered the house 

rssovered his wallet* whwh 
-.„w undamaged though all his 
slothing had been destroyed. Mm> 
•ray is district supervisor for the 
National Youth Administration 
£,n<i had- been residing at the inn 
Jor-aoffiQ time. 

Try to Save Dog 
.,  Whan informed by Tfcorley that 
$he dog was in the building, Pep* 
lajty Chief John B. Hartnett and 
iremen, "William . Henderson and 
Fred Mahera, made a desperate at* 
srept- to Save the animal.   They 
ivv» lifted Hie conch, under which 
^ha dog was later found, but the 
jn\oha in the room was ao dense 
Jhat lanterns and flashlights were 
©f little use. 
& After being forced to flee from 
&he building the occupant? found.' 

■few In the Burdakin home, next 
„ the inn.\ Battling the'flames un« 
let* .adverse conditions, the chilled 
Ireme^ ^welcomed the hot coffee 
id tsandwichss served, them by 
,r. ;atid Mrs. Wendell 'Burdakin, 
'Qlice officer? also -made several 
'ips from a nearby restaurant to 
.a fire with coffee and doughnuts. 
Tuesday the Thorley* were mak- 
,g thalK temporary home with Mr, 
w.Mre. Patricle H. Liberator at 
L« junction of Court and Wash- 
Twn streets. 
^•History of the House 
Charley Bulftnen, Colonial archU 
"it'^oee crnaatarpiecas Inelsde 
b^api^al In Washington, the old 
iataw^gtat? ^Houses in Boston 

-I jmany ^thw. rioted ■ buildings. 
r|byieved ^to-have ^designed the 
W^WAnthovitiea point-to-'the 
cea,ehe»V -of ,the facade, particu* 

'^7^ ^V» *£T*£ *«*~*TiW|^* 

P.#> ih^ttdlngs;,^:-: Further, .proof: 
rla$$&*-»fwi*M Krs. Arthur 
HftJMS .^ho>^gre.at: grand&ther 
R»*»2** 1w«s8 'won after it was 
mfert¥*e"8^that;4n\, her'; family. 

Jo-,1pca»pied ^©/house tor IU 
laJ$ritvW3*:&n: accepted tradition 
lat^umn^^was the designer* -; 

Itttpjfo' dwdrpolnt to the' fact 

^Mwi; sold ,to -Jqhn :-M. 
Ev?ll;fot-S6 wtaja*?*Two ?«*£' 
fela;i'T9% Wall.iold theTlanl 
nth" th?, hons* thereon," to Sara* 
guFjWi->fri '^? #7« pounds. 
|?mouae > undoubtedly explains 
as. sfndd«i increase in prh&:A." 
^Phejjoniepasajd into the. hand* 

o£ John Madey^-who Bold ft for 800 
pounds to ■ Alexander' Hodgdon'tu 
J785.'. It wag purchased from hi* 
widow &'^t§03 by,Samuel Rich* 
srds, greatgrandfather of Hrs- 
Thayer*  5 * ■ ■* • 

Samuel Btchards, known as 
"Blind SamueV' was a Boston 
hardware merchant. When he lost 
his eyesight, - he returned here to 
his native town. His eon, Edward 
Metcalf Richards, who later came 
mto .possession of; the h.ou?^, mar- 
ried Itebecca -Guild in- ^S?- In 
later years ;sha uwd to tell -iw 
4esceadants that whsr, eha was 
married and came to live m the 
Eicharda house, twenty st^ge 
coaches passed daily each way over 
Highland etreet between Boston 
aud Providence, many of them 
stooping at the Gay Taverns .di- 
rectly across the-street. - --. 

The housQ-waa large^ snd here 
for many years the Rwtardswn- 
iiy use,d to gather. In 1873 the 
entire rear of the house was torn 
down "and replaced by new addi- 
tions. Although the front facade, 
was not changed* the roofa over' 
the two front wings,were.heights, 
«*eo\ A3 a. result, much of the 
former symmetry, shown in* early : 
pictures of the. house, was tost. *n. 
19ia ths house was sold to Bd-wayd 
Qaaw-M and turned 'ma an inn.;'It 
was later purchased by George 
Xhorley, 

Edward Richards, who died in 
1865, was noted- as a horticulture 
1st. He experimented ejctensivsly 
on the transplantation of*J&a$a 
from foreign lands; and was 
known particularly for his fruit 
trees. He was a vke-presideat of 
thQ Jjtassaohuisetts. HQ^tlsuHurat 
Society, and the. gardens >whxeh" 
au^rotinded hia home were especial-. 
ly notable- 'The large beach .tree, 
strfl standing was act out by, to 
almost a. hundred yeara agoy.-./■•■■ 
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